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%m%ge from the president and dean

Today we confer Doctor of Medicine degrees upon our
ninth class. Every year at commencement, | like to reflect
on the ways in which each class is unique. The Class

of 2021 presents an interesting duality. It is the first of
some things and also the last of many. Like the Roman
god Janus, this class is one that looks back on our past,
but also forward to the future we envision for Geisinger
Commonwealth School of Medicine.

Janus was the god of doors and gates, of transitions
and of beginnings and ends. It is an apt metaphor,
because in so many ways yours has been a transitional
class. You are the last class to be photographed on

the day of your White Coat Ceremony wearing jackets
emblazoned “TCMC.” You are also, however, the first
class offered the opportunity of admittance to the Abigail
Geisinger Scholars Program. | am proud that there are
five Abigail Geisinger Scholars among you today. Your
class has experienced some of the innovations that

will be built into the new curriculum that will launch
with the new class arriving in August, particularly in the
areas of technology, clinical skills and diversity, equity
and inclusion. So, it’s fitting that your class includes

our first REACH-HEI participant to receive a Geisinger
Commonwealth doctorate. You are a class that has dealt
with the adversity of a pandemic, but will not be the

last to feel its profound and far-reaching effects on the
education and milestones that mark the third and fourth
years of medical school. And looking ahead, you are
among the first to graduate into a post-pandemic world
with “new normals,” ranging from how we greet one
another to evolving concepts of personal space.

Transitions can be both joyful and sad. | know

you must be full of happy anticipation about what
lies ahead, but also already nostalgic for the friends
and routines you established during medical school. |
know this because | am experiencing the same range
of emotions on this day, the last commencement | will
celebrate as president and dean.

So, congratulations, Class of 2021! You personify for
me everything that makes Geisinger Commonwealth
School of Medicine so special. We remember and honor

Geisinger Commonwealth School

of Medicine

our past, but we are not afraid to evolve and embrace
innovation, change and our future. To me, this courage,
resilience and creative thinking have come to be
synonymous with a Geisinger Commonwealth School
of Medicine diploma — and | have received enough
feedback from fellow physicians, residency program
directors and community members to know others
believe this, too. Every student who crosses the stage
today, through considerable personal effort, has earned
the right to claim the privileges inherent in

that diploma.

Best wishes, Class of 2021. | know that the experiences,
growth and knowledge bound up in your piece of
parchment will serve you well and make us proud in the
years to come.

— Steven J. Scheinman, MD, FACP, FASN
President and Dean of Geisinger Commonwealth
School of Medicine
Executive Vice President and Chief Academic
Officer of Geisinger




Karen B. DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc
Chief Health Officer, Google Health

Karen B. DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc, is the chief health officer of Google
Health. She is a physician executive working at the intersection of
medicine, public health and information technology whose career has
focused on improving health and eliminating disparities. She leads a team
of health professionals at Google who provide clinical guidance for the
development of inclusive research, products and services. Prior to joining
Google, Dr. DeSalvo was national coordinator for health information
technology and acted as the assistant secretary for health in the Obama
administration. During her time at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Dr. DeSalvo focused on creating a more consumer-
oriented, transparent and value-based health system. She served as

the New Orleans health commissioner following Hurricane Katrina, and
before that was vice dean for Community Affairs and Health Policy at the
Tulane School of Medicine, where she was a practicing internal medicine
physician, educator, researcher and leader. Dr. DeSalvo serves on the
Council of the National Academy of Medicine.
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Geisinger Commonwealth was established through
the grassroots efforts of visionary individuals who
foresaw what a community-based medical school
would bring to the region and worked to make it a
reality. Their goal was to provide more physicians
and improved healthcare resources for the people of
northeast and central Pennsylvania. The vision was
to create a unique medical education experience
that focused on caring for people in the context of
their lives and in their community.

The roots of Geisinger Commonwealth began

in 2004 with the Founding Seven. This group
included area physicians Charles Bannon,

MD, Gerald Tracy, MD, and Robert Wright, MD;
businessmen and community leaders Robert
Naismith, PhD, and Gerald Joyce; and attorneys
Mark Perry and Michael Costello. The Northeastern
Pennsylvania Medical Education Development
Consortium was established by 2005. The
consortium included business, medical, community
and government representatives. After acquiring
funding from sources including the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, Blue Cross of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, and other state, federal and private
philanthropic sources, the Commonwealth Medical
Education Corporation was formed.

The Commonwealth Medical College (TCMC) was
incorporated in 2008 and welcomed its first class of
Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree students and Master
of Biomedical Sciences (MBS) degree students in
August 20009.

Geisinger Commonwealth School

In April 201, TCMC opened the 185,000-square-foot
Medical Sciences Building in Scranton that houses
the medical and graduate degree programs.

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education
granted TCMC full accreditation on June 27, 2014,
and the Liaison Committee for Medical Education
granted TCMC full accreditation on July 7, 2014.

TCMC integrated with Geisinger on Jan. 1, 2017,
and became Geisinger Commonwealth School
of Medicine.

Geisinger Commonwealth has administrative and
educational space at hospitals in Atlantic City,
Danville, Sayre, Scranton and Wilkes-Barre, as well
as in Doylestown at the Pennsylvania Biotechnology
Center of Bucks County. The school has five regional
campuses: AtlantiCare, Central, Guthrie, North and
South, which are integral to the college’s community-
based education. Community engagement is part

of the fiber of Geisinger Commonwealth. More than
1,200 clinical faculty members throughout the region
provide students with early clinical experiences and
training across the 4 years of medical education.
Families throughout the region are generous

in allowing students to follow them so they can
appreciate the social context and the impact of
illness on the lives of patients. Students are required
to pursue research projects in quality improvement
and community health.

of Medicine



Board of Directors

Virginia McGregor, Chair David B. Nash, MD, MBA

John C. Bravman, PhD Deborah E. Powell, MD

Benjamin K. Chu, MD, MPH, MACP Jaewon Ryu, MD, JD, Geisinger President and CEO
Pedro J. Greer Jr., MD (ex officio)

V. Chris Holcombe, PE Steven J. Scheinman, MD, Geisinger Commonwealth

School of Medicine President and Dean (ex officio)

Administration

Tanja K. Adonizio, MD, Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Amy Allison, MPH, MLS, Associate Dean for Library Services and Library Director

John Arnott, PhD, Chair of the Department of Medical Education

Anna M. Arvay, CPA, MBA, Vice President for Finance & Administration and Chief Financial Officer

Ida L. Castro, JD, Vice President of Community Engagement, Associate Dean for Equity and Inclusion,
Chief Diversity Officer and Center of Excellence Director

Andrea DiMattia, EdD, Associate Dean for Educational Administration

Robin L. Endicott, CFRE, Vice President of Philanthropy

Michael Ferraro, MD, Regional Associate Dean of the South Campus

Jim Franceschelli, Associate Dean for Educational Informational Technology

Leighton Y. Huey, MD, Associate Dean for Behavioral Health Integration and Community Care Transformation
William Jeffries, PhD, Vice Dean for Medical Education and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Venard Scott Koerwer, EdD, Vice Dean for Graduate Education and Vice President for Strategy and Planning
Sonia Lobo, PhD, RYT, Associate Dean for Research and Scholarship

Gerald Maloney, DO, Chief Medical Officer for Geisinger Hospitals and Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs
for Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine

Mark Olaf, DO, Regional Associate Dean of the Central Campus
Lawrence Sampson, MD, Regional Associate Dean of the Guthrie Campus

Steven J. Scheinman, MD, Executive Vice President and Chief Academic Officer of Geisinger and President
and Dean of Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine

Michelle Schmude, EdD, MBA, Associate Dean for Admissions, Enrollment Management and Financial Aid

Shubhra Shetty, MD, Regional Associate Dean of the North Campus

Administration continued on page 6
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Administration continued from page 5

Rebecca S. Slangan, MBA, Administrative Director
Rebecca S. Stoudt, DNP, PhD, CRNA, Associate Dean for Nursing Student Education

Michelle Thompson, MD, Associate Chief Academic Officer for Graduate Medical Education (GME), Associate
Dean for GME and Designated Institutional Official

Janet M. Townsend, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs

Nicole Woll, PhD, Associate Chief Academic Officer for Interprofessional Education and Associate Dean for

Faculty Development

Dominick J. Zampino, DO, Regional Associate Dean of the AtlantiCare Campus

Community Advisory Board

Louis DeNaples, Chair
Thomas F. Karam, Vice Chair
John J. Menapace, Secretary
Cornelio Catena

L.P. Frieder llI

Special guests

Hooders

John Graham

Edith P. Mitchell, MD
Sondra Myers

Robert W. Naismith, PhD
Debra A. Pellegrino, EAD

Carmine Cerra, MD, Associate Professor of Pathology

Abhishek Yadav, MBBS, MSc, Associate Professor of Anatomy

Oath leader

Abhishek Yadav, MBBS, MSc, Associate Professor of Anatomy

Alumni speaker

Susan F. Sordoni, MD
Robert E. Wright, MD
Steven J. Scheinman, MD, ex officio

Kathleen Doane, PhD, ex officio

Aditya Eturi, MBS “13, MD “17, Chief Resident in Internal Medicine at Brown University
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2021

of Medicine graduates

Matthew Daniel Adams Q William A. Bird
Lanse, PA Northfield, MN
The Pennsylvania State University, BS University of Pittsburgh, BS
SUNY Health Science Center — Brooklyn, NY MedStar Georgetown University Hospital, DC
Otolaryngology Surgery-Preliminary
Rochester General Hospital, NY
Anis Adnani Interventional Radiology
Pittsburgh, PA
University of Pittsburgh, BS/BA Hannah Rene Bohr #
University of lllinois College of Medicine — Chicago, IL Williamsport, PA
Emergency Medicine Bucknell University, BS
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
Jordan R. Alter Spectrum Health/Michigan State University, Ml
Avon, CT General Surgery
Franklin & Marshall College, BA
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS Alexa Bolock * * Q
University of Massachusetts Medical School, MA Waverly, PA
Pediatrics University of Pittsburgh, BS/BA
New York Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center, NY
Alexander Anzelmi Q Interventional Radiology (Integ)
Old Forge, PA
The University of Scranton, BS Brandon Charles Bombar
Thomas Jefferson University, PA Scranton, PA
Internal Medicine The University of Scranton, BS
Geisinger, PA
Tara Elizabeth Avery » Anesthesiology
Danville, PA
The Pennsylvania State University, BS George Howard Bourdages
Geisinger, PA Scottsdale, AZ
Transitional University of Pittsburgh, BS
Geisinger, PA SUNY Upstate Medical University, NY
Dermatology Neurological Surgery
Jessica Lynn Becker Matthew Robert Busch *
Baltimore, MD Mahwah, NJ
Washington College, BA The University of Scranton, BS
Geisinger/Wilkes Barre, PA Geisinger, PA
General Surgery Pediatrics
Jonathan Behrman Daniel Stephen Caredeo *
Pittsford, NY Salem, NH
Cornell University, BS St. Michael’s College, BS
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
Michael Bernard Belko Q Hartford Hospital, CT
North Huntingdon, PA Psychiatry

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, BS
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial, NY
Internal Medicine
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Kelley Chan * Q

Oakland Gardens, NY

University of Notre Dame, BS
Loyola University Medical Center, IL
General Surgery

Mahrukh J. Choudhary
Philadelphia, PA

Philadelphia University, BS

Albert Einstein Medical Center, PA
Emergency Medicine

Sana Chughtai
Murrysville, PA
Purdue University, BS

Corey Jon Coleman

Central City, PA

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, BS
Allegheny General Hospital, PA
Emergency Medicine

Alayna Brenna Craig-Lucas *
Dalton, PA

The Pennsylvania State University, BS
Lehigh Valley Hospital, PA

General Surgery

Erin Margret Dickey

Harrisburg, PA

Syracuse University, BS

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
Geisinger, PA

General Surgery

Sashank Meher Krishna Dusi
Poughkeepsie, NY

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, BS
Stony Brook University Hospital, NY
Internal Medicine

Miriam Anna Eagleson

Hershey, PA

Thomas Edison State University, BA
Christiana Care, DE

Emergency Medicine

Brittney Ann Ehrlich
Sinking Spring, PA

St. Lawrence University, BS
Geisinger, PA
Surgery-Preliminary

Brian Vincent Entler

Commack, NY

The University of Scranton, BS

The University of Scranton, MS

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, PA
Anesthesiology

Geisinger Commonwealth School

Cynthia Ciccotelli Farrell

Yardley, PA

The College of William and Mary, BS

UPMC Medical Education — Susquehanna, PA
Family Medicine

Sean Michael Farrell
Yardley, PA

Marist College, BS
Geisinger, PA
Medicine-Pediatrics

Timothy Kane Farrell

Clarks Green, PA

Loyola University Maryland, BS

Walter Reed Army Medical Center, MD
General Surgery

Xianhan Mary Fei

Lincolnshire, IL

Brown University, BS

Zucker School of Medicine/Northwell Cohen Children’s
Hospital, NY

Pediatrics

Regino Miguel Flores
Altoona, PA

Westminster College, BS
Lehigh Valley Hospital, PA
Psychiatry

llya Frid

Seattle, WA

Seattle Pacific University, BS
Georgetown University, MS
Westchester Medical Center, NY
Neurological Surgery

Ussama Ghumman

Leesburg, VA

Christopher Newport University, BS
Bayhealth Medical Center, DE
Internal Medicine

Nicole Alexandra Gillman

Atlanta, GA

University of Georgia, BS

Virginia Commonwealth University Health System, VA
Internal Medicine

Camille Ariel Gonzalez

Oconomowoc, WI

University of Wisconsin Madison, BS

University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public
Health — Madison, WI

Family Medicine

of Medicine



Geetika Gupta
Newtown, PA
Goucher College, BA

Nhuna Ha

Mountville, PA

University of Pittsburgh, BS

Penn State Hershey Medical Center, PA
Emergency Medicine

Jennifer Alexandra Hall

Pittsburgh, PA

Johns Hopkins University, BS

Carilion Clinic/Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, VA
Plastic Surgery (Integrated)

Emily Sarah Herman

West Chester, PA

West Chester University, BS
Temple University Hospital, PA
Internal Medicine

David Joseph Hinnenkamp

Lancaster, PA

Bucknell University, BS

William Beaumont Army Medical Center, TX
Internal Medicine

Nathan Anton Hoff *

Honesdale, PA

University of Michigan, BA

The Wright Center for Graduate Medical Education, PA
Psychiatry

Matthew R. Hope

Reading, PA

Ursinus College, BS

Drexel Dornsife School of Public Health, MPH
Temple University Hospital, PA

Internal Medicine

Adam David Howell

Mifflinburg, PA

The Pennsylvania State University, BS
Boston University School of Medicine, MS
Naval Medical Center San Diego, CA
Emergency Medicine

Stephen Alexander Jaqua
Palmyra, VA

Western Carolina University, BS
North Carolina State University, MS
Carolinas Medical Center, NC
Pediatrics

Jennifer Marie Jordan

Scott Township, PA

University of Rochester, BS

Penn State Hershey Medical Center, PA
Pediatrics

Bridget Nicole Keehan

Danville, PA

The University of Scranton, BS

Penn State Hershey Medical Center, PA
Pediatrics

Kelly Elizabeth Keenan
Pittsburgh, PA

Dickinson College, BS

Emory University, MPH

Thomas Jefferson University, PA
Internal Medicine

Rachel Beth Kennett

Dresher, PA

Muhlenberg College, BS

HCA Healthcare/University of South Florida Morsani
Graduate Medical Education, FL

Internal Medicine

Jessica L. Knapp Q

Hatboro, PA

University of Pittsburgh, BS

Jefferson Medical College/duPont Hospital for Children, PA
Pediatrics

Tara Knox

Philadelphia, PA

Drexel University, BS

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University/Cooper
University Hospital, NJ

Emergency Medicine

Ryan Michael Kozloski

Dallas, PA

Franklin and Marshall College, BA

Womack Army Medical Center/Fort Bragg, NC
Internal Medicine

Saran Kunaprayoon #

Towson, MD

Lehigh University, BS

ISMMS Mount Sinai Morningside — West, NY
General Surgery

Kenneth Lam *
Irvine, CA
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS

Commencement 2021



Jonathan B. Livezey Alexa Mae Mills

Ambler, PA Renovo, PA

Ursinus College, BS Lock Haven University, BS
Eisenhower Army Medical Center, GA Geisinger, PA

General Surgery Emergency Medicine

Haley Lombardo Matthew Timothy Moran
Holland, PA Stoneham, MA

Lehigh University, BS Boston College, BS

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University/Cooper Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
University Hospital, NJ Albert Einstein Medical Center, PA
Emergency Medicine Internal Medicine

Meghan Katherine Léser * Q Maura Elizabeth Morgan * Q
Belding, Ml Scranton, PA

University of Michigan, BS Fairfield, BS

University of Michigan Hospital — Ann Arbor, Ml Inova Fairfax Hospital, VA
Internal Medicine General Surgery

Wojciech Losos Erik John Moyer

Dover, DE Telford, PA

University of Delaware, BA University of Pittsburgh, BS
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS Allegheny General Hospital, PA
University of Massachusetts Medical School, MA Emergency Medicine

Internal Medicine
Alyssa J. Muchisky

Connor Michael Magura Eynon, PA

Horsham Township, PA The University of Scranton, BS
Temple University, BS Baystate Medical Center, MA
Christiana Care, DE Emergency Medicine

General Surgery
Christine M. Murphy *

Jenna Maxine Marinock * Ambherst, NY

McAdoo, PA Bucknell University, BS

Drexel University, BS University of Rochester/Strong Memorial, NY
Temple University Hospital, PA Internal Medicine

Internal Medicine
Mary Ann Nyc

Alex McGeough Los Angeles, CA

Pittsburgh, PA Duke University, BS

Hofstra University, BA Loma Linda University, MPH

University of Cincinnati Medical Center, OH University of California/Riverside School of Medicine, CA
Pathology Family Medicine

Sharmeen Mian Q Sahil B. Pandya

Mountain Top, PA Allentown, PA

Temple University, BS Muhlenberg College, BS

Temple University, MS Baystate Medical Center, MA

Lankenau Medical Center, PA Emergency Medicine

Obstetrics-Gynecology
Neil Vinod Patel

Demi Ariel Miller Mountain Top, PA

Jamison, PA Villanova University, BS

University of Arizona, BS Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, PA
Geisinger, PA Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Ophthalmology

10 Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine



Rachel Morgan Peine

Bradford, PA

Duquesne University, BS

Campbell University/Cape Fear Valley Health, NC
Internal Medicine

Joshua Nason Pettengill

State College, PA

Gettysburg College, BS

Albert Einstein Medical Center, PA
Emergency Medicine

Andres Eduardo Rodriguez

Miami, FL

University of Florida, BS

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital — Miami, FL
Pediatrics

Rosa Ciccarelli Roman Q
Williamsport, PA

Bucknell University, BS
Geisinger, PA

Pediatrics

Jasmine M. Santos *
Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania, BA
Thomas Jefferson University, PA
Family Medicine

Sarah Rachel Schreiber

Pittsburgh, PA

University of Pittsburgh, BS

University of California/San Diego Medical Center, CA
Psychiatry

Lauren Lee Schumacher Q
Lancaster, PA

Temple University, BS

Rush University Medical Center, IL
Psychiatry

Dipam T. Shah §

Scranton, PA

The University of Scranton, BS
Inova Fairfax Hospital, VA
Internal Medicine

Julia Shamis

Richboro, PA

Temple University, BS

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University/Cooper
University Hospital, NJ

Emergency Medicine

Kevin J. Simpson

Meadville, PA

Allegheny College, BS

University of Rochester/Strong Memorial, NY
Anesthesiology

Adit A. Singhal

Ashburn, VA

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, BS
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
Zucker School of Medicine-Northwell/Long Island Jewish
Medical Center, NY

Internal Medicine

Katherine Grace Snyder Q

Dallas, PA

Washington and Jefferson College, BS

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
University of Washington Affiliated Hospitals, WA
Psychiatry

Elizabeth Anne Stackhouse Q
Quakertown, PA

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, BS
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial, NY
Neurology

Michelle Joyce Stefanelli Q

Moscow, PA

Gettysburg College, BS

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University/Cooper
University Hospital, NJ

Internal Medicine

Madison V. Strony *
Clarks Summit, PA

Saint Joseph’s University, BS
Nuvance Health, NY
Emergency Medicine

Daniel Joseph Sylvestre Q
Wallingford, CT

Boston University, BA

Boston University, MS

SUNY Upstate Medical University, NY
Orthopaedic Surgery

Navindra Tajeshwar

Queens Village, NY

Adelphi University, BS

Stony Brook University Hospital, NY
Internal Medicine
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Robin Snow Tanner Q Jacob Henry Wallace

Danville, PA Saginaw, Ml

Auburn University, BA University of Pittsburgh, BS
St. Louis University School of Medicine, MO

Vanessa Thiel * Obstetrics-Gynecology

Bensalem, PA

West Chester University, BS Sarah Ashley Wilson

Nationwide Children’s Hospital, OH East Stroudsburg, PA

Pediatrics East Stroudsburg University, BS
Christiana Care, DE

Jeremy Tokash * Emergency Medicine

Scranton, PA

The University of Scranton, BS Thaddeus Christian Wright Q

The University of Scranton, MHA Mechanicsburg, PA

Geisinger, PA Brigham Young University, BS

Orthopaedic Surgery Lehigh Valley Hospital, PA
Transitional

Carolena Trocchia Brown University/Rhode Island Hospital, RI

St. James, NY Radiology-Diagnostic

SUNY Downstate University, BS

Stony Brook University, MPH Michael Zaleski

Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, FL Lewisburg, PA

Pediatrics University of Pittsburgh, BS
Thomas Jefferson University, PA

Elizabeth Lynne Tupper Emergency Medicine

Harrisburg, PA

Bucknell University, BS

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, MBS
UPMC Medical Education — Susquehanna, PA

Family Medicine
* Abigail Geisinger Scholar
Agatha Tweedy * Gold Humanism Honor Society
S3o Paulo, Brazil 0O Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society
Florida Atlantic University, BS § REACH-HEI
Florida Atlantic University, MS Note: All students listed in this program will not necessarily
Guthrie/Robert Packer Hospital, PA complete all graduation requirements by May 2, 2021,
Emergency Medicine

2021 class officers

Katherine Grace Snyder, President Advisory Board:

William A. Bird, Vice President Jessica L. Knapp

Jessica Lynn Becker, Secretary Madison V. Strony

Emily Sarah Herman, Treasurer Alex McGeough

Alexa Bolock, Organization of Student Alayna Brenna Craig-Lucas
Representatives

Jeremy Tokash

12 Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine



Abigail Geisinger Scholars

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine’s Abigail Geisinger Scholars Program admits students
committed to serving the patients of northeast and central Pennsylvania through their work as future
Geisinger physicians. As participants in the program, Scholars are offered various experiences to expand
their knowledge and professional skills within the field. Abigail Geisinger Scholars wear a pin with their
academic regalia.

MD graduates who are Abigail Geisinger Scholars are denoted with "

Gold Humanism Honor Society

The Gold Humanism Honor Society was founded by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation, and honors medical
students, residents and role-model physician teachers for “demonstrated excellence in clinical care,
leadership, compassion and dedication to service.” The society was organized to elevate the values of
humanism and professionalism within the field of medicine. Members of the Gold Humanism Honor Society
wear gold cords with their academic regalia.

Shubhra Shetty, MD, Faculty Advisor

MD graduates in the Gold Humanism Honor Society are denoted with *.

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine’s (Theta of Pennsylvania) chapter of the Alpha Omega Alpha
Honor Medical Society recognizes students who have achieved academic excellence during their medical
school careers, while also demonstrating professionalism, leadership and service. The selected members
wear green and gold cords with their academic regalia.

Margrit M. Shoemaker, MD, Councilor
MD graduates in the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society are denoted with Q.

REACH-HEI

Regional Education Academy for Careers in Health — Higher Education Initiative (REACH-HEI) is a Geisinger
Commonwealth School of Medicine program that serves low-income and/or first-generation-to-college youth
in northeast and central Pennsylvania. REACH-HEI provides academic, mentoring and career planning support
to enable their success in health-related professions and spans from high school to medical school. This year
our first high school REACH-HEI graduate will accept a diploma wearing a silver stole with their academic
regalia, a symbol we hope will become an enduring tradition.

MD graduates who were REACH-HEI students are denoted with §.

Commencement 2021
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at medical school commencement ceremonies

There is no evidence that the swearing of an oath
at medical college graduation ceremonies was
widespread at any time before the 20th century,
but after World War Il it grew to become a universal
practice in the United States. Medical schools do
not all use the same oath. Each year the members
of Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine
graduating class studies the tradition of oath-taking
and examines themes exhibited in a variety of widely
recognized oaths. These include the one derived
from the writings of Hippocrates, an eminent Greek
physician and scholar of the 4th century BCE. They
study the Oath of Maimonides, which appears not
actually to have been written by Maimonides, but
rather by the physician Marcus Hertz, a student of
Immanuel Kant, in 1793; and the Oath of a Muslim
Physician, which draws from Islamic writings and
was adopted by the Islamic Medical Association.
The classes study the Geneva Oath, which was
created by the World Medical Association in 1948

in response to the world’s awareness of the
complicity of physicians in Nazi atrocities. They
also consider Dr. Louis Lasagna’s 1964 oath,
oaths written at other medical schools and
oaths in other health professions.

For years our graduating classes consistently chose
to use the oath crafted by The Commonwealth
Medical College Charter Class of 2013. This text
stands proudly among these historic versions for

its eloquent embodiment of professional values. It
stresses the intimacy of the relationship between
physician and patient. It recognizes the graduands’
roots in the community and an obligation to
contribute to that community. Its concluding sentence
is a widely admired sentiment of unknown origin
that was cited frequently by one of the school’s most
beloved teachers, the late Raymond Smego, MD.

In 2020 this became the official oath of Geisinger
Commonwealth School of Medicine.

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine



Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine Oath

Written by the Class of 2013

Today | commit myself to the calling of medicine. | stand beside my
teachers in devotion to the care of the sick, the promotion of health, and
the service of humanity.

| am privileged to be a part of my patients’ lives. | will abandon my
prejudices to walk with them on their journey through life and its
pivotal transitions.

I will hold sacred the bond with my patients and guard that which is
intimately shared.

I will collaborate with my colleagues in the best interests of my patients
and society.

| will strive humbly to admit mistakes, make amends, and forgive others
in acknowledgement of our common humanity.

I will use my intellectual curiosity to water the seeds I've been given
and cultivate the growing tree of our medical knowledge.

| am grateful for the family and community that have brought me to this
day and will honor them in the fulfillment of this oath.

I will hold myself to the highest standard, maintaining and furthering
the ethics, integrity, and noble traditions of my profession.

| will be a doctor, a student, and a teacher beyond the confines of
the bedside, in my community and in my daily life.

In doing so | will cure sometimes, relieve often, and comfort always.

Commencement 2021



Founders Cfg’&ﬂ

In the early days of Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, a
group of individuals, organizations, corporations and foundations stepped
forward to ensure the success of the Commonwealth’s new medical
college through generous contributions for student scholarships and
operations. We are sincerely grateful for their support and recognize them

as members of our Founders Society.

Myer M. Alperin

Michael J. & Louise D. Altier

Anonymous

Pat & John Atkins

Dr. & Mrs. Charles J. Bannon

Benco Dental Company

Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania

Dr. Harmar D. & Leslie W. Brereton

Alice Bulger, Dr. Weimin Chen & Louis Shapiro
Geisinger Community Medical Center
Geisinger Community Medical Center medical staff

Drs. Louis DeGennaro, Anthony Brutico, Mark Frattali,
Keith Pritchyk

Delta Medix PC

Dempsey Uniform & Linen Supply Inc.

Fidelity Deposit & Discount Bank

First Liberty Bank & Trust

The Gentile Family

David & Carol Greenwald and Bruce & Melissa Saidman
David & Ann Hawk, Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
Beatrice T. Heveran, Esq. & Robert M. D’Alessandri, MD
Martin Hyzinski, MD

InterMountain Medical Group

Eugene Joseph Kane

Thomas F. & Flora K. Karam

Lackawanna County

Charlotte T. Schroeder Mack

Margaret Briggs Foundation

Richard C. & Sally W. Marquardt Family Foundation
The medical staff of Mercy Hospital

Cliff & Ruth Melberger

Mercy Health Partners

Kim & Rob Mericle

Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs

Barbara Monick

Moses Taylor Health Care System

Moses Taylor Hospital medical staff
Morey & Sondra Myers

Dr. Robert W. & Claudia B. Naismith
Northeastern Eye Institute
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