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Official Groundbreaking: 
February 2009

Completion: 
April 2011

Seeking Leadership in  
Environmental and Engineering 
Design (LEED) certification – silver 
status

By the numbers: 
• 185,000 square ft. 
• Cost: $115 million 
• 100% Wi-Fi enabled  

Academic space: 
• 250-seat auditorium 
• Two lecture halls with seating  

for up to 160 each 
• 24 small-group teaching rooms 
• 95% digital library
• 35 dedicated medical  

research laboratories 
• 25 Gross Anatomy  

Laboratory tables
• Clinical Skills and Simulation  

Center with 12 patient exam 
rooms, hospital rooms,  
observation stations, charting 
areas and standardized patient 
areas. Shelled space for future 
emergency and operating  
room simulations. 

Fast Facts
Medical Sciences 
Building
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More than 350 members of the community  
celebrated the completion of The Commonwealth 
Medical College’s (TCMC) Medical Sciences  
Building on Saturday, October 15, 2011. The  
official program was followed by guided tours and 
lively hands-on demonstrations in the Clinical 
Skills and Simulation Center. Lois Margaret Nora, 
MD, JD, Interim President and Dean, welcomed 
TCMC’s Board of Trustees, government officials, 
faculty, staff, students and members of the  
community to celebrate a significant milestone  
in the history of TCMC, one that represents  
the foundation for faculty, staff and students  
to create better health and new economic  
revitalization for our region. The innovative, 
“green” sustainable landmark located in  
downtown Scranton is home to TCMC’s academic 
and research programs that serve 16 counties in 
northeast and north central Pennsylvania. 

You can be part of TCMC’s history. Naming  
opportunities within the Medical Sciences  
Building are still available.  Contact Michael 
Walsh at mwalsh@tcmedc.org or 570-504-9619.

View the video time capsule at:  
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/dedication

Community Celebrates the Dedication  
of the Medical Sciences Building

TCMC and Highland Associates were recently awarded the Pride & Progress: New Construction 
award from the Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce SAGE Awards (Scranton Award for 
Growth and Excellence). SAGE Awards winners were announced on Friday evening, November 
11, 2011, at the Awards Gala celebration at the Mellow Theater, Lackawanna College. The SAGE 
Awards recognize the outstanding efforts of the local business community and their talent, 
creativity, and innovation in a challenging business environment. 

SAGE Awards

Photo courtesy: Guy Cali Associates, Inc. 
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Dear Friends of TCMC, 
As we approach the holiday season and look forward  

to a new year, I am pleased to update you on some 
important developments at The Commonwealth Medical 
College (TCMC).   

It was a great day in northeast Pennsylvania as we  
celebrated another milestone in the history of TCMC  
with the Dedication of the Medical Sciences Building.  
This significant landmark in downtown Scranton is home  
to TCMC’s academic and research programs. 

During the Dedication ceremony, I was reminded of the 
talents and contributions of the founders who embraced 
the vision of creating the region’s only medical school.  
I gratefully acknowledge those individuals who provided 
the assistance to build the foundation of our academic 
programs. It is because of their foresight that we currently 
have 194 medical students, 137 from the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and 57 from our 16 counties. To date,  
we have graduated 52 students from the Masters of  
Biomedical Sciences (MBS) program, and 29 have  
continued their education in medical and other health 
professions schools.  

In June 2011, our charter class started their third-year 
clinical rotations in their regional campuses. You can read 
more about the Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship (LIC) 
and our students’ hands-on experience in this publication.   

Our MD1 and MD2 students are well into their  
academic programs as are our MBS students. Many of 
our students had the opportunity to attend the 2011 Gala, 
joining nearly 500 guests who enjoyed a spectacular  
evening co-chaired by Patrice Persico and Patti Lynett.  

We are proud of the success we have achieved thus far  
and continue our goal of educating the next generation  
of physicians.  I hope you will read about our progress  
and enjoy the inaugural issue of the TCMC Journal.   
It highlights the success of many of our students, faculty  
and staff. It also recognizes the tremendous contributions 
made by dedicated volunteers to support our College. 
Community - and the communities of northeast and north 
central Pennsylvania specifically - defines TCMC. I am so 
grateful for your support.   

Best wishes for a safe and wonderful holiday season  
to you and your loved ones.

Sincerely,

Lois Margaret Nora, MD, JD
Interim President and Dean  
The Commonwealth Medical College

Message 
from the Dean
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Development News

On Thursday, September 8, 
2011, members of the Founders  
Society and other donors  
were honored at a recognition  
dinner at the Medical Sciences  
Building.  These early TCMC 
supporters including  
preeminent individuals,  
families, corporations and 
foundations were recognized 
for their vision and generous 
support. A plaque in honor  
of the Founders Society is 
prominently displayed in the 
lobby of the Medical Sciences 
Building.  

The rain didn’t keep a sold out crowd from attending TCMC’s third annual 
Golf Tournament on Friday, September 24, 2011, at Huntsville Golf Club in 
Shavertown, PA.  The captain and crew format attracted 128 golfers to the 
event and raised nearly $30,000 in support of student scholarships. 

Founders Society Honored

Louis A. DeNaples, Sr., Chair 
Denise S. Cesare 
James A. Hallock, MD  
Thomas F. Karam 
John P. Moses, Esquire 

Robert W. Naismith, PhD
Lois Margaret Nora, MD, JD 
Linda Thomas-Hemak, MD 
Murray Ufberg, Esquire
Robert E. Wright, MD

Annual Golf Tournament a Success

Harmar Brereton, MD, Assistant Dean of  
Development and Lois Margaret Nora, MD,  
JD, TCMC Interim President and Dean

Nearly 500 guests attended 
TCMC’s third annual Gala  
on Friday, October 14, 2011,  
at The Scranton Cultural  
Center. More than $85,000 
was raised in support of 
TCMC’s student scholarship  
fund. Highlights of the 
evening included dancing by 
Which Doctor? and Soul and 
an exquisite dinner provided 
by the Westmoreland Club.  
Thank you to the co-chairs  
of this year’s event, Patrice 
Persico and Patti Lynett,  
for a successful event.

Gala Raises More Than $85,000

Dr. Lois Margaret Nora with Gala co-chairs 
Patrice Persico and Patti Lynett

Atty. Morey Myers, Mrs. Mary Joan Bannon,  
Dr. Charles J. Bannon and Mrs. Sondra Myers

TCMC Board of Trustees



• 194 medical students 

• 43 masters of biomedical  
sciences students

• 6,096 total student  
community service hours 

• 4,066 applicants for  
MD Class of 2016 to date 

• 55 Community Health 
Research Projects (CHRPs) 
and Quality Improvement 
Community Collaborative 
(QuICCs) projects completed 

• 33 Community Health 
Research Projects (CHRPs) 
and Quality Improvement 
Community Collaborative 
(QuICCs) projects in  
progress this year

TCMC
By the Numbers
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Curriculum News

Valerie Weber, MD, MS, FACP, 
Chair, Department of Clinical 
Sciences was awarded a primary 
care pre-doctoral training  
grant from the Health Resources 
and Services Administration 
(HRSA). The award, totaling 
$875,000 over five years, provides funding for  
the implementation and evaluation of TCMC’s  
innovative curriculum. This provides each  
medical student with a continuity mentor  
relationship with a primary care physician,  
from northeast and north central PA, over  
the course of their four years at TCMC. This  

The Accreditation Council for Continuing  
Medical Education (ACCME) surveyed TCMC  
and awarded accreditation for two years as a  
provider of continuing medical education (CME) 
for physicians. The accreditation seeks to assure 
both physicians and the public that continuing 
medical education activities provided by TCMC 
meet the high standards of the Essential Areas, 
Elements and Policies for Accreditation as  
specified by the ACCME. By achieving ACCME  

In July 2011, the results of the United States Medical  
Licensing Examination (USMLE) were announced 
and the class of 2013 scored extremely well. 98% of 
TCMC third year students have passed Step I of the 
USMLE. This is an extraordinary accomplishment - 
last year 92% of all US/Canadian first-time test  
takers passed the exam.  This is testament to  
TCMC’s academic program, quality of students, 
faculty and staff and learning environment.     

Step I of the USMLE determines whether medical  
students can apply important concepts of the  
basic sciences to the practice of medicine and  
can demonstrate a foundation for the safe and  
competent practice of medicine.

program aims to increase the number of TCMC 
students who will choose careers in family  
medicine, general internal medicine or pediatrics, 
an important regional and national need. The  
project aims to ensure that all TCMC graduates, 
whatever their specialty choice, will possess the 
skills to allow them to function well as members  
of interdisciplinary teams and the medical home 
model. Dr. Valerie Weber is Principal Investigator 
on the grant. 

Read more on Dr. Weber’s work at:  
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/vweber

ACCME Accreditation

TCMC Celebrates Milestone

HRSA Grant Supports Curriculum

accreditation, TCMC can now offer AMA PRA  
Category 1 Credit™ to physicians seeking the 
highest level of continuing medical education 
programs by the ACCME global standards.  
For information, contact the Office of CME  
at 570-504-9634. 

 
Learn more at: www.thecommonwealthmedical.
com/cme 

Third-year medical students celebrated the USMLE 
board scores with a College-wide ice cream social. 
From left are John Kotula, Ryan Sugarman, Ryan  
Wilson, Holly Gillis and Kimberly Pacovsky.  

Tune In to WVIA 
December 8
Watch TCMC students,  
faculty and staff on WVIA’s 
State of Pennsylvania on  
Thursday, December 8 at 7 pm.  
The hour-long program will  
feature third-year medical 
students for a reflection of 
their clinical experiences with 
their preceptors and continuity 
mentors. Tune in to hear how 
they are living and learning 
in the communities within our 
16-county region. 
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TCMC is addressing a need for 
change in medical education  
with the Longitudinal Integrated 
Clerkship model that allows 
TCMC students to train in an 
innovative environment to gain 
knowledge of the entire patient 
and medical care process  
necessary to practice in their 
community and respond to 
changing healthcare needs.

Valerie Weber, MD, MS, FACP
Chair, TCMC Department  

of Clinical Sciences

“

”
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Jeremy Celestine  
Hometown: Greensburg, PA
From the start of his medical 
education, Jeremy Celestine 
shadowed family medicine 
practitioner Joseph  
Anistranski, MD, in his 
office in Wilkes-Barre. There, 
he learned how to interact with patients and 
build relationships while learning the basics of 
performing patient histories and physicals. While 
Dr. Anistranski still remains a major contributor 
to his medical education training, Jeremy now 
sees patients by connecting with preceptors in the 
core medical disciplines.  “Third year is exciting 
- you never know what you’re going to see each 
day,” Jeremy stated. “More importantly, I have the 
opportunity to see the whole patient, their health 
and the social determinants that may cause or 
effect the treatment of disease,” stated Jeremy.  
So far, the highlight of his clinical experience  
was delivering a baby during his inpatient “burst” 
with his preceptor. “These hands-on clinical  
experiences provide the skills needed to become  
a compassionate and caring physician,” he  
continued.  

Jessica Warnke  
Hometown: Chesterfield, VA  
Working with six Williamsport-
based preceptors has been a 
team experience for Jessica  
Warnke.  “We’re trying to 
figure out what works best  
for me and my preceptor as a 
team so that I get the best experience possible,” 
Jessica said. That experience is different for each 

of her classmates and Jessica enjoys building a 
schedule and process that works for her. That 
means getting extra experience even on the 
weekend. When Jessica’s hematology/oncology 
preceptor, Warren Robinson, MD, contacted her 
on a Saturday morning regarding an interesting 
patient case she could learn from, she was happy 
to see and follow the patient in the hospital.  
“I’m learning how to follow patients in the 
hospital, and it provides great experience,”  
she said.  

Hassan Ahmad  
Hometown: Lower Gwynedd, PA 
For Hassan Ahmad, learning  
in the LIC model has resulted  
in more freedom to explore his  
clinical interests and develop 
strong bonds with his 
preceptors. “In other medical 
schools, students see their preceptor for only four 
to six weeks. At TCMC, I see my preceptor week 
after week the entire year and we’ve been able to 
build a true mentoring relationship because our 
interactions are spread out,” said Hassan. This 
model allows Hassan more freedom to pursue  
his clinical and research interests using white 
space built into his schedule. He’s used the time  
to explore interventional radiology, work  
individually with Scranton-based endovascular 
surgeon, Alessandro Smeraldi, MD, and to  
conduct research. “In addition to my clinical 
study, I just started a research project studying 
local breast cancer patients and the use of MRI. 
Combining clinical experience and research  
experience is really allowing me to realize my 
interests,” Hassan stated. 

Third Year Clinical Experiences  
in the Community
TCMC’s class of 2013 reunited in Scranton on October 24, 2011, for Core Week, an  
intensive week-long program to review skills and evaluate learning experiences  
in their regional campuses in northeast and north central Pennsylvania.  Here is  
what third-year medical students had to say about TCMC’s Longitudinal Integrated 
Clerkship (LIC), an innovative curriculum that builds upon early clinical experiences 
in years one and two.

• Provides third-year medical 
students with a year-long  
experience within each of the  
six core disciplines of medicine, 
surgery, pediatrics, psychiatry, 
OB/GYN and family medicine  
at the same time by connecting  
with clinical preceptors and 
patient panels 

• Allows for students to spend 
their days much as a physician 
in office practice does seeing 
patients who are followed  
longitudinally through their  
medical care in ambulatory  
settings and inpatient or  
hospital setting when they  
are admitted 

• Engages more than 800  
volunteer faculty members  
in ambulatory settings  
including physician offices  
and inpatient settings such  
as affiliate hospitals and 
healthcare facilities throughout 
TCMC’s 16 county region

• Involves various learning  
opportunities including group 
and case-based learning  
sessions and tutorials, inpatient 
rounds, ER experiences,  
didactic sessions between 
regional campuses and  
self-directed learning  

• Serves as an innovative  
alternative to clinical block  
rotations that no longer  
expose medical students  
to the spectrum of illness 
needed to learn the full  
course of disease

Longitudinal  
Integrated  
Clerkship (LIC)



Raj Kumar, PhD, Professor of  
Biochemistry, co-authored a 
study to discover a new defense 
against a common hospital- 
acquired infection prevalent  
in elderly patients. Clostridium 
difficile (CDI) is a bacterial  
infection that can cause diarrhea as well as  
more serious intestinal conditions such as colitis 
(inflammation of the colon); in the most severe 
cases CDI can be fatal. Dr. Kumar’s research will 
point the way to a promising new approach for 
treating an intestinal disease that has become 
more common, more severe, and harder to cure  
in recent years. The findings, in conjunction with 
researchers at the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, were published online in  
the August edition of the journal Nature Medicine.  
The researchers are preparing to launch clinical  
trials using their discovery as a new CDI  
therapeutic approach.  
Read more on Dr. Kumar’s research at:   
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/rkumar

Hani Atamna, PhD, Assistant 
Professor of Neuroscience, was 
awarded a grant from the NIH 
National Institute of Aging, to 
lead a novel neurodegenerative 
research effort that can lead to  
a treatment to slow down the aging process.  
The award, totaling $313,000 over three years, 
provides funding to investigate how methlyene 
blue, a one hundred-year-old-drug, effects cell  
repair and strength during the aging process. 

Research News
This study may lead to a regional clinical trial  
to treat and slow down the effects of dementia. 
Hani Atamna is Principal Investigator on  
the grant.  
Read more on Dr. Atamna’s research at:  
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/hatamna 

Darina Lazarova, PhD, Assistant 
Professor of Molecular Biology, 
is the lead principal investigator 
on the research report “A switch 
from canonical to noncanonical 
Wnt signaling mediates drug 
resistance in colon cancer cells,” 
which was recently published in PLoS ONE. Dr. 
Lazarova’s research findings indicate that a diet 
regimen that provides both fiber and a compound 
contained in honey bee propolis may protect 
against colon cancer. Her results are congruent  
with the recent announcement of The World  
Cancer Research Fund/American Institute for 
Cancer Research’s Continuous Update Project 
that the protective role of dietary fiber against 
colorectal cancer is “convincing.” Co-authors on 
this research project were Michael Bordonaro, 
PhD, TCMC Assistant Professor of Molecular  
Biology, Shruti Tewari, Catherine E. Cicco, and 
Wafa Atamna. This project and other research on 
colon cancer at TCMC has been funded by three 
grants awarded to Drs. Michael Bordonaro and 
Darina Lazarova, totaling $740,147 from the  
NIH National Cancer Institute and the American 
Institute for Cancer Research. 
Read more on Dr. Lazarova’s research at:  
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/dlazarova 
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Thomas Churilla, a third-year medical student, 
served as lead author in a clinical research study 
conducted at Northeast Radiation Oncology Center 
(NROC), Dunmore. The study revealed widespread 
vitamin D deficiency in cancer patients and an 
association with more advanced stages of cancer. 
The results were shared at the national meeting of 
ASTRO (American Society for Radiation Oncology) 
in Miami, Florida in October 2011. 

The study was directed by TCMC clinical faculty 
member, Christopher A. Peters, MD, radiation 

oncologist and coordinator of clinical research at 
NROC. Other members of the study team included 
radiation oncologist Harmar D. Brereton, MD,  
and Mary Klem, MS, RD, CSO, LDN.

To read more about the abstract “Vitamin D  
Deficiency is Widespread in Cancer Patients  
and Correlates with Advanced Stage Disease:  
a Community Oncology Experience” go to:  
www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/astro 

Economic 
News

TCMC Receives 
Grant from  
NEPA Alliance
TCMC received an Appalachia  
Regional Commission (ARC) 
grant from the NEPA Alliance 
in the amount of $150,000 to 
train students to be technicians  
or technical specialists in  
biomedical research.  The  
Professional Science of Masters 
program is a 21-month program 
that prepares a workforce for  
a career path as research  
scientists for companies in  
biotech, life sciences and  
pharmaceutical companies,  
as well as academic research 
labs.  The grant will help the 
development of research and  
a potential biotech industry  
in northeast Pennsylvania  
by creating a trained, available 
workforce prepared for jobs in 
a growing industry. Nationally, 
it is anticipated there will be 
32,000 new biotech jobs by 2018.  
For more information, contact 
Greg Shanower, PhD, at  
570-504-7000 or  
gshanower@tcmedc.org.

Office of Sponsored 
Programs Secures 
$10 Million
The Office of Sponsored  
Programs (OSP) hit a milestone 
with $10,000,000 in extramural  
grant funding.  The office was 
initiated three years ago with 
the purpose of finding grant 
opportunities and assisting 
grant preparation, submission 
and management. To date, our 
faculty, students and staff  
have submitted over 200  
grant applications with  
32 of them funded.

Results of Vitamin D Research Presented  
at National Conference



Louis A. DeNaples, Sr., named 
Chair, Board of Trustees  
In September, the Board of Trustees  
named current Board Vice-Chair, 
Louis A. DeNaples, Sr., as Chair  
of TCMC’s Board of Trustees.  
Mr. DeNaples is a self-made businessman and 
entrepreneur with business interests in more 
than 200 companies. A native and resident of 
Dunmore, PA, Mr. DeNaples also serves on boards 
of Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania,  
Allied Services, Scranton Preparatory School and 
University of Scranton. Mr. DeNaples and his 
wife, Betty Ann, have been married over 40 years 
and are the proud parents of seven children and 
the grandparents of 14 grandchildren.

Mr. DeNaples succeeds Robert W. Naismith, PhD, 
who served as Chair from November 2009 to  
September 2011. During Dr. Naismith’s Board 
leadership, TCMC welcomed three classes of 
medical and masters students and built the  
$115 million state-of-the-art Medical Sciences 
Building. In addition to Mr. DeNaples and Dr. 
Naismith, TCMC Board of Trustees members 
include Denise S. Cesare, President and CEO  
of Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania; 
James A. Hallock, MD, President Emeritus of  
the Educational Commission of Foreign Medical  
Graduates; Thomas F. Karam; John P. Moses, 
Esquire; Lois Margaret Nora, MD, JD; Linda 
Thomas-Hemak, MD; Murray Ufberg, Esquire; 
Robert E. Wright, MD.

Christian Adonizio, MD, MLA,  
has been named Professor  
of Medicine and Medicine  
Education Director in the  
Department of Clinical Sciences 
and is team leader of the third-
year curriculum. Prior to these appointments 
at TCMC, Dr. Adonizio served as TCMC’s  
Education Director of Medicine while seeing 
patients at a hematology-oncology practice  
in Scranton. He was recently named a board 
member of the American Cancer Society 
(Lackawanna unit) and was elected Fellow  
of the American College of Physicians.   

Patrick Coughlin, PhD, has been 
named Professor of Anatomy in 
the Basic Sciences Department. 
He received his PhD in anatomy 
and cell biology from the  
University of Cincinnati in 
Ohio. He completed his Postdoctoral Fellowship 
at Boston University Medical School in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Dr. Coughlin comes to TCMC 
from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine where he was Professor of Anatomy 
for nearly 24 years.  Although he has  
participated in team taught courses in  
neuroscience and histology, his primary  
responsibility has been teaching Gross 
Anatomy to D.O., P.A. and Biomedical Sciences 
students.  He has taught courses and given  
presentations to attending physicians,  
residents and manual therapists in the United 
States, Canada and Europe. 

Ying-Ju Sung, PhD, has been 
named Associate Professor of 
Anatomy in the Basic Sciences 
Department. She received her 
PhD from City University  
of New York and completed  
her Postdoctoral Fellowship at Columbia  
University in New York. Dr. Sung comes to 
TCMC from Columbia University College  
of Physicians & Surgeons where she was  
Assistant Professor in the Department of  
Pathology and Cell Biology. Prior to that  
appointment, she was Associate Research  
Scientist in the Department of Anatomy and  
Cell Biology.

Robert J. Sylvester has assumed 
the responsibilities of Senior 
Development Officer at TCMC 
after serving as Development 
Counsel for the past two years. 
Mr. Sylvester succeeds Brian 
Campbell, Chief Institutional Advancement  
Officer, who accepted a position at North  
Carolina State University.

Gerald P. Tracy, MD,  
Associate Dean of  
North Regional Campus  
Development, has been 
selected to receive the 
Pressman Award for  
Distinguished Service to 
Internal Medicine from the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of the American College of  
Physicians.  This prestigious award is  
given to a Pennsylvania internist who  
best demonstrates commitment to  
his patients and his community as a  
practicing physician, as a leader within 
organized medicine, as an advocate for 
his/her profession and for extraordinary 
dedication to the specialty of internal  
medicine. The award was last given in 
2008.  Dr. Tracy will be recognized for  
his accomplishment in December 2011 at 
the Hershey Country Club in Hershey, PA.

Olapeju Simoyan, MD, MPH,  
BDS, Assistant Professor  
of Family Medicine and  
Epidemiology in the  
Department of Family,  
Community and Rural 
Health received a scholarship from the 
Arnold Gold Foundation to be a Gold 
Humanism Scholar at the Harvard Macy  
Institute this winter and spring. The program 
is designed to enhance the professional 
development of physicians, basic scientists 
and healthcare professionals as educators. 
Dr. Simoyan will attend the sessions in  
residence at Harvard University in Boston. 

In addition, Dr. Simoyan was lead author 
on “Public Health and Medical Education, 
A Natural Alliance for a New Regional 
Medical School” which was recently  
published in the October supplement  
to the American Journal of Preventive  
Medicine. The paper was co-authored  
by Dr. Simoyan’s colleagues in the  
Department of Family, Community and 
Rural Health including Janet M. Townsend, 
MD, Mushfiqur R. Tarafder, PhD, MPH, 
Daniel DeJoseph, MD, Randy J. Stark, 
MBA, and Mark V. White, MD, MPH. 

Faculty

Awards & 
Achievements
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New Appointments

Clinical Faculty Accomplishments
Harmar Brereton, MD, 
Associate Dean of  
Development received 
the B’Nai, B’rith  
Amos Lodge 136’s 
Americanism Award  
for community service.

Michael A. Freiman, MD,  
became a Fellow of 
the American Academy 
of Otolaryngic Allergy 
(FAAOA) by passing the 
oral and written board 
exams.

Dipti S. Pancholy, MD,  
was  recognized by the AMA 
Women Physicians Congress 
(WPC) Physician Mentor 
Recognition Program as a 
physician mentor who has 
made a difference in the 
professional life of another 
physician. 

Eduardo Rueda-Vasquez, MD, 
published a book of  
psychopharmacology for 
the interest of faculty and 
students of the Department 
of Psychiatry.
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Founders Society
Myer M. Alperin
Michael J. and Louise D. Altier
Anonymous
Pat and John Atkins
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. Bannon
Benco Dental Company
Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania
Dr. Harmar D. and Leslie W. Brereton
A. Bulger, W. Chen, L. Shapiro
Community Medical Center
Community Medical Center Medical Staff
Drs. L. DeGennaro, A. Brutico,  

M. Frattali, K. Pritchyk
Delta Medix, P.C.
Dempsey Uniform & Linen Supply, Inc.
Cliff and Ruth Melberger,  

Diversified Information Technologies, Inc.
Fidelity Deposit & Discount Bank
First Liberty Bank & Trust
The Gentile Family
David W. Greenwald, M.D.  

and Bruce H. Saidman, M.D.
David and Ann Hawk,  

Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
Beatrice T. Heveran, Esq.  

and Robert M. D’Alessandri, M.D.
Martin Hyzinski, M.D.
InterMountain Medical Group
Eugene Joseph Kane
Thomas F. and Flora K. Karam
Lackawanna County
Charlotte T. Schroeder Mack
Margaret Briggs Foundation
Richard C. and Sally W. Marquardt  

Family Foundation
The Medical Staff of Mercy Hospital
Mercy Health Partners
Kim and Rob Mericle
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs
Barbara Monick
Moses Taylor Health Care System
Moses Taylor Hospital Medical Staff
Morey and Sondra Myers
Robert W. and Claudia B. Naismith
Northeastern Eye Institute
Northeastern Rehabilitation Associates, P.C.
The Oppenheim Family
Penn Security Bank & Trust Company
The Roy W. Piper Charitable Trust
PNC
Pocono Health System
PrimeMed, P.C.
The Quandel Group, Inc.
Radiation Medicine Associates of Scranton
Radiological Consultants, Inc. & Advanced 

Imaging Specialists
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rosenn
Drs. D. Rutta, B. Patel, C. Barbarevech,  

A. Lalos, E. Sherwin
sanofi pasteur
Gov. and Mrs. William W. Scranton
Scranton Area Foundation, Inc.
Scranton Orthopaedic Specialists, P.C.
Mr. Andrew and Dr. Susan Sordoni
Susquehanna Health
Taylor Nursing Center Fund  

of the Luzerne Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald P. Tracy
Wayne Memorial Health System
Wilkes Barre General Hospital
Steve and Libby Wojdak
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Wright
The Wright Center for Graduate  

Medical Education
The Wright Center Medical Group

$100,000-$500,000
Anonymous
Mr. Alan G. Goldstein

$80,000-$99,999
Benco Dental Company
First Liberty Bank & Trust

$50,000-$79,999
Anonymous
Mrs. Mary E. McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Moskovitz
Dr. Midori Yamanouchi

$25,000-$49,999
Drs. Christian and Tanja Adonizio
Scranton Area Foundation, Inc.
Steve and Libby Wojdak

$10,000-$24,999
Mr. Joe Amato and Ms. Andrea Donten
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Cutler
Medical Staff-Regional Hospital  

of Scranton
Drs. Dilipkumar and Minaben Patel
Pocono Health System
PPL Corporation
The Quandel Group, Inc.
Ron and Rhea Simms
The Times Shamrock Co.
Atty. and Mrs. Murray Ufberg
The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Bookmarkers For A Cause
Drs. Gerald and Jacqueline Celestine
Delta Medix, P.C.
Dept. of Surgery-Regional Hospital  

of Scranton
The Frieder Foundation
Dr. Linda and Mr. Gary V. Hogan, Jr.
Northeast Anesthesiology Inc.
NRG Controls North, Inc.
O & M Multi-Trade Inc.
Mr. Joseph J. and Dr. Susan M. Perlis
Brian and Jeanne Scandle
Dr. and Mrs. Keith Shenberger
Square D
Dr. Janet Townsend  

and Mr. Henry W. Geisinger 
Wilkes Barre General Hospital

$2,500-$4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Q. Bohlin
The Cantine-Nora Family
Community Medical Center 
Charles and Judith Curtin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Dowling
First National Bank of PA
First National Community Bancorp, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Flynn
Great Valley Cardiology
Highland Associates, LTD
HOK
Thomas F. and Flora K. Karam
Keystone College
Charlotte T. Schroeder Mack
McGregor Industries, Inc.

Kim and Rob Mericle
NEPA Nephrology Associates P.C.
Northeastern Eye Institute
Parente Beard
Penn Security Bank & Trust Company
The Perry Law Firm, LLC
PNC 
Regional Hospital of Scranton
sanofi pasteur
Skytop Lodge
Mr. Robert J. Sylvester
Traditional Home Health and Hospice

$1,000-$2,499
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Abramowitz
Dr. and Mrs. Ayotunde Adeagbo
Allied Health Services
Pat and John Atkins
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Axler
Dr. and Mrs. Michael C. Baloga
Mr. and Mrs. William Bender
Dr. and Mrs. Eric W. Blomain
Drs. David and Susan Borys
Mr. Brian E. Campbell
Ida Castro, Esq.
Sanjay S. Chandragiri, M.D.
Mrs. Christine Clark
Attorney Tammy Lee Clause & Family
Dr. and Mrs. George R. Coar
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Corey
Cornell Iron Works, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cortese
Dr. Robert D’Alessandri  

and Beatrice Heveran
Mr. and Mrs. David Dickstein
Richard and Mary Louise English
Dr. David Fedor
Fidelity Deposit & Discount Bank
Frontier Communications
Geisinger Health System
Golden Business Machines, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Green
Mr. Patrick M. Guarini
Kane Is Able, Inc.
Keystone Sanitary Landfill, Inc.
The Kirkman Oliver Company
Beverly G. Klein
Lackawanna College
Lackawanna Medical Group P.C.
Lackawanna Valley Dermatology  

Associates, Ltd
Mr. Edward Leahy
Mr. and Mrs. Saul M. Levy
Drs. Philip and Rosita Liu
Patti and George Lynett
Nancy Lee Mack
Richard Maslow
Dr. Patrick and Dr. Michele McGraw
Drs. William and Donna McLaughlin
Mrs. Betsy Mead
Mercy Health Partners
Gretchen Zeidler Miller
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs
Moses Taylor Health Care System
Michael and Julie Mullen
Albert and Mary Nalevanko
Mr. and Mrs. Ki Taek Park
Roy D. and Vee A. Pauli
Penn Neurology and Psychiatry  

Associates, P.C.
Pennstar Bank
Peoples National Bank

Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville P.C.
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Preate, Sr., M.D.
Pride Mobility Products 
Prime Electric Inc.
Mrs. Vera Pugh
Radiological Consultants Inc.
Eugene and Anne Roe
Ms. Anna Rusnak-Noon
SDA Architects
The Skier Foundation
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Sokach  

and Mr. Donnie T. Minnick
Mr. Andrew J. and Dr Susan Sordoni
Dr. and Mrs. Jamie S. Stallman
Stone Office
Times Leader
Allen J. Togut, M.D.
Upper Delaware Cancer Center
Vistacom, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Albert L. Waldman
Valerie D. Weber, M.D.
Mrs. Kay Z. White
Mr. Sheldon J. Wilshinsky
The Wright Center for Graduate  

Medical Education

$500-$999
American Janitor and Paper Supply
Hank and Joanne Barnette
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley W. Boland
Atty. and Mrs. Henry P. Burke
Case Con Capital Inc
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Cesare
Mr. and Mrs. Edmond Chin
Mr. and Mrs. Philip P. Condron
Condron & Company
Mr. Christopher J. Corey
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Cronkey
Drs. L. DeGennaro, A. Brutico, M. 

Frattali, K. Pritchyk
Dr. Daniel DeJoseph
Endless Mountains Health Systems
Dr. and Mrs. W. David Fitzpatrick
Mark Frattali, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. L. Peter Frieder, III
Mrs. Judith O. Graziano
Joyce Haggerty Bell Insurance Group
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Harding
Dr. and Mrs. Leo M. Hartz
Hospice of the Sacred Heart
Dr. William Host
Steven R. Kafrissen, M.D.  

and Sheila Saidman, Esq.
Kelly Dental Care
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Khoudary
Mr. and Mrs. Paul LaBelle
Samuel Lesko, M.D., MPH
M & T Bank
George and Brenda Manchester
Marian Community Hospital
The Richard C. & Sally W. Marquardt 

Family Foundation
Ms. Meghan Marsico
Dr. Thomas and Rev. Dr. Lois Martin
Matheson Warehouse & Transfer Co
McCarthy Tire Service Company Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Millett, Jr.
Mr. Kevin Moore
MotorWorld Automotive Group, Inc.
Murphy, Piazza & Genello, P.C.
Robert W. and Claudia B. Naismith
Dr. and Mrs. Sridhar V. Patnam

Thank You for Your Support

All gifts made from October 2010 to October 2011 
TCMC is registered with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as a 501(c)(3) educational institution.



Leocadia T. Prawdzik, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Roe
Sordoni Construction Services, Inc.
SS Anthony & Rocco Parish
Phil and Jane Stevens
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Sugarman
Summit By The Lake Apartments
Sylvester Chevrolet
Tom’s Garage and Auto Sales
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald P. Tracy
Warner Chilcott
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Weiss

$250-$499
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew A. Berger
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Blum
Dr. Harmar D. and Leslie W. Brereton
Anthony C. Brutico, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Castrogiovanni
Drs. Lynne Coslett and Bill Charlton
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Clifton
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Cohen
Mrs. Gloria Colosimo
Cooper’s Seafood House, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jody Cordaro
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Coughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Dembert
William J. Dempsey, M.D.
Mr. Steven E. Farrell
Ms. Lisa Gardier
Jan and Tom Gilhooley
Alan and Laurel Glassman
Russell L. Gombosi, M.D.
Mr. Daniel P. Haggerty
Haggerty McDonnell & Hinton LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Haran
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher N. Hobbie
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard  J. Jacquinot
Jake Millan Blacktopping, Inc.
Jewish Community Center
Jewish Federation of NEPA
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Kaiser
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton J. Karambelas 
Representative Sid Michaels Kavulich
Suresh and Shobhana Khandekar
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Kline
Atty. and Mrs. Joseph J. Kosierowski
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Lalos
Dr. and Mrs. Terrence P. Lenahan
Iris Liebman
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lynett
M & T Charitable Foundation
Marywood University
Mr. Scott J. McCorkell and Nancy Niles
James and Lucille McKane
Penny M. Mericle, D.M.D., M.S.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Mesko
Dr. and Mrs. P. Christopher Metzger
Marie and John Mohila
Morey and Sondra Myers
Dr. and Mrs. Ali A. Nourian
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy O’Brien
Susman A. Patel, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul K. Paterson
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Perry
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Rittenhouse
Atty. Patrick Rogan
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Rosenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Gary W. Ross
Mr. Joseph Ross
William J. Schlorff, D.P.M.
Dr. and Mrs. Harry W. Schmaltz

Mr. Patrick Schofield
Scranton Label, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Gregg A. Severs
Richard R. Silbert, M.D.
SolutionPro, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Speicher
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Sullivan
John L. Szarek, Ph.D. and  

Laura J. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Tischler
United Neighborhood Centers
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Vitkosky
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Dr. S.P. Yerramalli
Dr. and Mrs. Barry S. Yoss

$1-$249
Nora Alu
William J. Antognoli, M.D.
Ms. Katherine W. Barrett
Mrs. Sharon Bednarz
Rev. Steve & Dottie Belinski
Ms. Mary Ellen Bentler
Bloomsburg Metal Company
Tony and Diane Bonadio
Ms. Kathryn Bonomo
Dr. Michael Bordonaro
Ms. Jeanne Bovard
Mr. Richard Burge
Ms. Barbara Burkhouse
Mrs. Joyce Burns
Ms. Pat Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Butera
Peter and Marleen Butler
The Cardamone Family
Ms. Elaine Carroll
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Castellano
Patricia Cembalest
Ms. Virginia Coffiel
Dr. and Mrs. Robert F. Cole
Computer Reports, Inc.
Judge and Mrs. Richard P. Conaboy
Bridget and William Conlogue
Patrick and Eleanore Cook
Mr. Robert Corey
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Cosner
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Covey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Deantona
Ms. Robin Deflice
Ms. Marianne J. DeRiggi
Mrs. Andrea DiMattia
Mr. Michael DiMattia
Mrs. Gloria Dinner
Mrs. Caroline Donelan
Ms. Denise J. Drosjack
Ms. Michele Dunda
Ms. Claire A. Eibach
Ms. Jane Farr
FastSigns
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Ferimer
Ms. Cindy A. Fiorani
Mrs. Bridget Fitzpatrick
Ms. Cheryl L. Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Karl W.  Fritz
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Gillespie, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Goffredo
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Grady, III
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Graff
Ms. Ingrid Greaves
Ms. Sarah D. Grieco
Mr. and Mrs. William Grochowski
Gumble Brothers, Inc.
Mrs. Cecelia Haggerty

Dr. and Mrs. James A. Hallock
Wayne Harley and Suzanne Staples
Robert P. Harrington Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David Hazzard
Ms. Barbara Heier
Timothy M. Heilmann, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank F. Hill, III
Ms. Joan L. Holmes
Ms. Kathleen M. Hughes
Ms. Virgina Hunt
Intermountain Medical Group
Jo/Mark, Inc.
Ms. Patricia M. Jones
Jennifer Joyce, M.D.
Valerie G. Kalter, Ph.D.
Howard Kane, M.D.
Ms. Maureen E. Kelly
Ms. Ann Killian
Ms. Lorraine L. Kloss
Mrs. Julia Kolcharno
Mr. Brian E. Krause
Kronick Kalada Berdy & Co. P.C. 
Mr. Edward J. Lahart
Dr. and Mrs. Paul A. Lanunziata
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Last
Mitzie Levy
Robert M. Liegner, M.D.
Mrs. Catherine M. Loughney
Mrs. Ann Mackrell
Theodore and Marie Malinchak
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Malloy
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Maloney
Mr. Hendrik Marais
Mr. Joseph Marascio
Mr. Joseph Marchese
Mike and Marie McDonnell
Robert and Ann McKenna
Dr. William A. McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Meagher
Mercury One Hour Cleaners
Michael and Denise Mesaros
Mr. Andrew Mikhail
Milazzo Industries, Inc.
Ms. Ann Miller
Ms. Carol F. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore E. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Millett
Mr. Mark Montoro
NAMI PA Scranton Area
Mr. Tyler Narby
NEIU 19
Mrs. Lynn Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Nikles
Dr. Carolyn Novak
Mrs. Denise Nytch
Dr. Ward J. O’Donnell
One Source Realty, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick K. O’Reilly
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Palazzi, Jr.
Ms. Dianne L. Park
Al and Barbara Peters
Doug and Colleen Pettinato
Ms. Alison Pittis
Joseph Politch
Timothy B. and Susan E. Primerano
John Prior and Paula Roe-Prior
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Redel
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Reese
Ms. Mary B. Rhodes
Mr. Frank Roche
Mrs. Emily Roe-Nguyen
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rosetti
Mr. James Ryan
Angelo and Laura Santelli

Mr. Upal Sarker
Ms. Arianne Scheller
Mr. and Mrs. James Sciartilli
Ms. Eileen M. Sharp
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Sharr
Ms. Beverly Shaughnessy
Sheeley’s Drug Store, Inc.
Drs. Douglas and Margaret Sheldon
Mr. Nicholas Siciliano
Sigrid’s Animal Trust
Ms. Elizabeth Slover
Doctor Alessandro Smeraldi  

and Gail Smeraldi
Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Sparks
Ms. Elma Starr
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Starr
Ms. Paula Strubeck
Ms. Jenna Strzelecki
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony F. Suraci
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Swider
TCMC Library Staff
The French Manor
Tobyhanna-Newfoundland Lions Club
Ms. Rebecca Tomaszewski
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tufano
Dr. and Mrs. Michael H. Ufberg
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Waldenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Walker
David and Vera Walline
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Walsh, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Walsh, Jr.
Mr. John A. Webster, Jr.
Mrs. Goldye Weinberger
Robert N. Weinberger, Ph.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Welby
West Scranton High School  

Class of 1965
Dr. Mark V. White
Mrs. Mollie Woehling
Woodloch Resort
Mr. Luke W. Woodmansee
John P. Wysocki, M.D.

In-Kind Gifts
Allied Health Services
Andy Gavin’s Eatery & Pub
Brucelli Advertising Company, Inc.
Cabot Vermont
Condron & Company
Cooper’s Seafood
Mr. Alan G. Goldstein
Hilton Scranton and Conference Center
Maslow Lumia Bartorillo Advertising
Myers, Brier & Kelly
NRG Controls North, Inc.
PDQ Print Center
Powers, Pyles, Sutter & Verville P.C.
Rosenn, Jenkins & Greenwald LLP
Scranton Cultural Center
Scranton Dodge Chrysler Jeep
Sylvester Chevrolet
The Times-Tribune
Barbara Tockzo-Maculloch
The Westmoreland Club
WBRE
WNEP
Mrs. Mollie Woehling
WYOU
Dr. Midori Yamanouchi

w w w.Th e Co m m o n w e a lT h m e d i C a l .C o m11We apologize for any errors. For corrections, please contact Michael Walsh, Director of Development  
at 570-504-9619 or mwalsh@tcmedc.org. 
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The Regional Education Academy for Careers in 
Health–Higher Education Initiative (REACH-HEI) 
Program has completed a successful first year. In 
conjunction with several educational and community  
partners, faculty and staff developed program 
infrastructure, designed curriculum and programs, 
created recruitment channels and executed several  
subgrantee contracts throughout northeast  
Pennsylvania. Nearly 100 local high school, college 
and pre-matriculating students from economically 
disadvantaged families throughout  
Lackawanna, Luzerne and Monroe  
counties participated. 

Throughout the summer, students spent 
time improving their science and math 
skills and learning leadership skills. In 
addition, they participated in various 
research projects and showcased their 
findings during Research Day.  

To learn more or apply for next year visit: www.thecommonwealthmedical.com/reach-hei

More than 50 TCMC 
students, faculty and staff 
volunteered with TCMC’s 
Cleanup Brigade to assist 
flood victims with debris 
removal and clean up efforts 
following September’s  
flooding. Donations were  
accepted and members 
joined forces on several 
weekends to make a  
difference in the lives  
of those affected.   

REACH-HEI Program Mentors Nearly 100 
TCMC Supports 
Flood Victims  

Above – With support from medical 
students, REACH-HEI participants 
planned and hosted a community 
health fair and open house that  
focused on healthy living, exercise  
and reducing obesity.

Left – REACH-HEI participants taught 
community children about recent  
revisions to the food pyramid, now 
known as MyPlate.
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